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ODEO HOSTED 2ND ANNUAL
DIVERSITY BUSINESS FORUM
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Attendees at the second annua
prise Forum, which took pl ace
Mor e on page 3.
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As we commemorate Asis
Pacific American Heritag
Month, the RI Departmen
of Admini str g
Diversity, Equity and Oppo
tunity (ODEO) pays tributg
to the generations of Asia
and Pacific Islanders w
have enri chefq
tory and for their achievg
ments and contributions t
the United States.
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I n 1978, a joint congressional resolution establ
10 days of May were chosen to coincide with two
hi story: the arrival in the United States of the
tions of Chinese workers to the building of the
1992, Congress expanded tlhoengolcsedrevbamaea otno tah arho nt
American and Pacific (s ander Heritage Mont h.

The history of North America is shaped by the s

native people of the Pacific Islands. While some
Japan, I ndi a, and Korea, i mmi gration reforms tie
groups to the dWnucthedasSt dit esnamese, Cambodi ans,
Hmong and other peoples from South and Central A

During the 1800s, the discovery of gol d in Cali
precedented waves of i mmigration from Asian coun
tributed significantly t-uitlhei g sdmd ywedt vanred | €x

7\‘ Despite the deni al of their civil I
= -..\_‘ﬁ,z\]apankmeericans stil |l felt it was th
\ & J;é:;teffort. Il nitially barred from enlis
) : A ""\the armed forces | ater f or meAdmear isceagn
\," » \7 'volunteers from the mainland and H.
442mnef antry Regi ment al Combat Team

' ‘Italy, Germany and southern France

',’ mai ned in internment c¢campsJafnoers tHes

Jidd numlaeft his famildyl ifsatremd iinn CGohl eo r Naadtoi

Hi st oriat Pl faicetst for his country. Because of t he
the 4wW@wldd go on to become the most decorated un
Currently, more than 20 million people of Asian
totaling about 6 percent of the U.S. popul ati on.
ed States, they retained cultur al heritages that

Sources:

1. https:// www. censdssfirgatvd mew/s2@mbdnl € aaicd st ml
2. https://www. npapogbeiratbgehem/ t aas

3. https://asianpacificheritage.gov/


https://www.census.gov/newsroom/facts-for-features/2018/asian-american.html
https://www.nps.gov/articles/taas-aapiheritage-intro.htm

ODEO HOSTED 2ND ANNUAL
DIVERSITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISE FORUM

IBE St et @ o Rhode |l sl and hel d its second

Enterprise Forum on April 17, 2018 at The

nized by the RI Department of Administrati o

ty and Opportunity (ODEO). The purpose of
verse business owners with resources and
businesses through government procurement .

The event featured AThe Procur ement Exchan

gaged i-md haeeconversations with sewveral st a
state agenci es, and prime vendor procur emer
and future projects, and opportunities with

staff from DOA, the Department of Labor and

mer ce Corporation held several workshops
wage, professional |l i censing, occupational
The forum was hosted in partnership with
|l sland, Center for Southeast Asians, Higher
Contractors Associati on, NAACP/ Provi dence
al , Progreso Latino, Hi spanic Chamber of
Soci ety, R. I . Coalition of Bl ack Women,
R. I . Bl ack Contractors Associations, R. I

terprise Greenhouse and Urban Ventures.



